
PATHFINDER 
Author Project and Literary Criticism 

  
CHS Print Resources/Catalog Searches 
  
Finding Books – Looking for a book about your author, or a volume of 
critical essays about a literary work? When searching for books in the CHS catalog, you can do 
a keyword search for books written by your author, as well as literary criticism titles and ebooks 
regarding your author. Harold Bloom literary criticism books and biographies are available.  CHS 
Library Catalog:https://www.claytonschools.net/domain/111 
  
Public Library Print Resources/Catalog Searches 
  
All students should have received a free SLCL card through the district.  Stop by the CHS 
Library if you did not get a county library card or need one. You may also attain an Infopass to 
visit Washington University Olin Library for print sources.  To access library catalogs for 
additional books go to: 
 St. Louis County Library: www.slcl.org 
 St. Louis Public Library: www.slpl.org 

Washington University Olin: http://library.wustl.edu/ You may attain an InfoPass from the 
CHS Library to check out books from Olin Library at WashU. 

 WorldCat: www.worldcat.org 
  
Clayton High School Online Databases 
 
Go to library website, click on online databases on left menu. 
  
For Literary Criticism and biographical information search: 
 
American Writers Online 
Type in your author in the search box. 
You will see the type of articles in each of the books (ex: critical essay or biography or both). 
Click on title to read or download the article. 
You can highlight and take notes by logging onto your Google account and creating your own 
folder of highlights and notes. 
Gale Literary Criticism Online 
Search by person for biographical information or broad search results to begin. 
Search “Name of work” for literary criticism only on specific titles. 
Once you select an article, you can click on “download” in right-hand menu to get a readable 
page view. 
The original print source for the article will be in italics below the article title. 
You may export citation to Noodletools or your Google Drive by clicking on “citation tools” link. 
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JSTOR 
Select Advanced Search 
For a certain novel/work, type in title of work using quotation marks and then select “item title” or 
“full-text” to the right of search box.  Or type in author’s name in quotation marks and select 
“item title” or “full-text.”  DO NOT select “author” or you’ll get articles written BY your author, 
NOT about your author. 
Check article only box.  Language: English. 
You may also manipulate your results by selecting “full-text” to expand number of results if “item 
title” results in too few..  Another way to do this is select specific journal types from list below 
search boxes. 
 
NoodleTools 
Click on sign-in with Google and use your school account. Do this while on campus in order to 
access account at home. 
Type in school username and password then create your own log-in username and password. 
Create a new project using MLA Advanced. 
Use online notecards to annotate and paraphrase your lit crits and biographical articles.  
Create citations using “sources” tab. Export from some databases automatically to Noodletools 
if option available. Create original citations for books (you may import using ISBN). 
 
Public Library Databases 
www.slcl.org 
Click on Database link on the library’s home page 
Under topics, click on Literature 
Try: Literature Resource Center 
After clicking on the link for the database, you will be asked to type in your card number and pin 
to access the database. 
  
 www.slpl.org 
On home page, click on Quick Links 
Select Reference and Research 
Click on databases 
Select MasterFILE under magazines 
Type in author of work in basic search; you will find interviews, criticism, short works by author 
or about work.  CLICK on PDF fulltext to the left to download full article after reading abstract 
on main page. 
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